VISIT OF THE GROUP FROM PADULI DI BENEVENTO TO THE 
UNITED STATES
July 26-August 5, 2007

From July 26 through August 5, 2007 a group of citizens of Paduli (see list below) visited Long Island to reestablish ties with the descendants of Paduli in America today. They spent nearly a week in Oyster Bay and surroundings (July 26-August 1).  This is very likely that the first time that a group has come from Paduli with the objective of reestablishing ties with the descendants of those marvelous immigrants who came from Paduli and settled in America nearly a hundred years ago. 
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At Church of Saint Rocco, Glen Cove, 27 July 2007: Top Row left to right: Pompeo Truglia, Rosa Messere, Silvio Ranaldo (mostly hidden behind child), Gabrielle Calderazzo in arms of Maurizio Luongo, Father Aaron Vellaramprampil, Sylvia Ranaldo (sunglasses), Danilo Calderazzo, Irene Tartaro Calderazzo, Errico Sassano (blue cap), Simone Ranaldo (blue cap and sunglasses), Alex DeAngelis (yellow shirt); Lower row right to left: Antonietta Luongo (white blouse and sunglasses), Caterina Scaramuzzo (black blouse and sunglasses), Luca Calderazzo, Angela Wanda Ranaldo (standing), Immacolata Iacicco, Antonia Marmorale, Claudio  Mainiero, Carmine Ranaldo, Carolina Palotta, Daniele Fusco
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At Ellis Island, 30 July, 2007: Left to Right: Ernesto Salzano, Silvio Ranaldo, Angela Marmorale, Rosa Messere, Carolina Palotta, Maria Ranaldo; Upper Row: Alex DeAngelis, Luca Calderazzo, Caterina Scaramuzzo, Gabrielle Calderazzo, Carmine Ranaldo, Irene Calderazzo, Giuseppe Maldifassi, Simone Ranaldo, Daniele Fusco; Front of Sign: Antonietta Luongo (leaning on sign, left), Errico Sassano (leaning on sign right); Seated below sign: Barbara Calderazzo, Margherita Ranaldo, Verena Calderazzo, Sylvia Ranaldo, Lori Pettruzelli-Touponse and her son; Right of Sign: Maurizio Luongo (red and white shirt), Angela Ranaldo, Pompeo Truglia
The Group was organized by the Associazione Padulesi Nel Mondo (the World Padulesi Association - WPA) founded in Paduli in 2005.  Danilo Calderazzo, President of the World Padulesi Association, led the group that included 23 people, several of whom are also members of the Town Council of Paduli.
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Danilo Calderazzo, President, Associazione Padulesi nel Mondo


The members of the Group stayed in homes of descendants of Paduli in Oyster Bay and the surrounding area.  These hosts deserve special recognition for their generosity in opening their homes to the guests from Paduli.
HOSTS
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· Peter and Gail Scaramuzzo of East Norwich, hosts to Danilo and Irene Tartaro Calderazzo and their two sons Luca (6) and Gabrielle(3)
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· Ed and Myrtle Minicozzi of Lattingtown, hosts to Silvio Ranaldo and Angela Ranaldo, and to Pompeo Truglia and Immacolata Iaccicco
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· Peter and Irene Rocco of East Northport, hosts to Silvia and Maria Ranaldo
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· Maria Bohn McCumiskey and William McCumiskey of Oyster Bay, and their children, hosts to Errico Sassano and Angela Wanda Ranaldo
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· Elaine (right) and Ronald Ranaldo (left) of Oyster Bay (together with Diana Ranaldo, wife of Richard Ranaldo), hosts to Caterina Scaramuzzo and Margherita Ranaldo 
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· Mary (Bette) DeAngelis Murphy and James Murphy of Oyster Bay, hosts to Claudio Mainiero and Daniele Fusco
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· Mario Frumiento (right) and his wife (nee D’Aniello) left, of Locust Valley, hosts to  Maurizio Luongo (center right), Carmine Ranaldo (not shown), and Simone Ranaldo (not shown), (also in picture Ralph D’Aniello, brother of Mrs. Frumiento)
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· Catherine Minicozzi Staab (not shown), her son Alfred Staab (cooking in white shirt) and daughter-in-law Nancy Staab (not shown), hosts to Antonia Marmorale and Antonietta Luongo.

Thanks to the gracious cooperation of Peter Scaramuzzo, President of the Italian-American Citizens Club of Oyster Bay and himself a descendant of Paduli on both his mother’s and father’s side, the Group was able to make the Italian-American Citizens Club of Oyster Bay its central place to meet each day. 
The Group arrived at the John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York at 9:30 p.m. on July 26th on an Air France flight from Paris, France.  They were greeted at the airport by Alex DeAngelis, U.S. Representative and Council Member of the World Padulesi Association, who helped to organize their visit.  Also at the airport were Alex’s nephew Giuseppe Maldifassi, and nieces Verena and Barbara Calderazzo of Paduli who were visiting for the summer.  Miraculously, all of the Group’s luggage made it through on the same flight.  The Group then boarded three vans, rented by the Italian-American Citizens Club of Oyster Bay, which brought them to the Club where their host families were waiting for them.  After introductions and light refreshments, each host family escorted their guests to their homes for a well-deserved rest.

On the first full day of their visit, Friday July 27th,  the Group called on local political leaders including.  Their first visit was with Mayor Ralph Suozzi of Glen Cove. Mayor Suozzi, speaking through an interpreter, spoke of his family’s origins in Ruvo del Monte in Basilicata and of his family’s long tradition of public service.  They were also impressed by the warmth of the greetings that they received.  For example, Mayor Suozzi had made a special arrangement to fly the Italian Flag on the flagpole in the center of Glen Cove, and he escorted them to the flagpole to have their picture taken with him.  He also saw them again several days later at the Feast of Saint Rocco in Glen Cove.
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Mayor Ralph Suozzi receiving the Insignia of the Comune di Paduli from Danilo Calderazzo, 27 July 2007
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Paduli Group with Mayor Ralph Suozzi of Glen Cove, standing beneath the Italian and American Flags (not shown), 27 July 2007
After saying farewell to Mayor Suozzi of Glen Cove, the Group made an impromptu visit to the Church of Saint Rocco in Glen Cove.  While touring the Church, Pastor Aaron Vellaramparampil, happened by and upon seeing the Group he immediately engaged them in conversation in his flawless Italian.  Father Aaron had been aware of the Group’s intention to attend the Italian Mass on the coming Sunday, but he did not know that the Group would make this impromptu visit to the Church before going on to its next appointment with the Mayor of Bayville.  After a few minutes of conversation, Father Aaron asked the Group to remain while he donned his vestments and brought forth a relic of Saint Rocco in a gold reliquary in the shape of a sunburst.  One by one each of the Group members kissed the relic.  Then, Father Aaron invited them all to lunch in the Church Hall nearby.  We explained that we needed to be in Bayville in a short time, but Father Aaron countered that it would only take five minutes and that he had already alerted the ladies and gentlemen in the kitchen to prepare the lunch.   We made a quick call to Mayor Siegel’s Office to let them know of the delay and they were very generous in telling the Group to take its time and to enjoy the lunch.  Father Aaron escorted the Group into the Church Hall and stayed with them throughout the lunch that included such traditional Italian foods as sausage and meatballs, pasta, eggplant parmigiana, and tiramisu for desert.  The Group was very appreciative of Father Aaron’s generosity and kindness as well as for the taste of home cooking.  The Group took pictures together with Father Aaron on the church steps and then took its leave to head off for Bayville, as mentioned above, and then for Oyster Bay.
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Church of Saint Rocco, Glen Cove, New York 27 July 2007
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Impromptu Lunch at St. Rocco’s Church, 27 July, 2007
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In Bayville the Group met with Mayor Victoria Siegel. The Group was especially impressed by the fact that Mayor Siegel, who was born in Bari and who grew up speaking Italian, spoke to them completely in Italian for nearly an hour.  
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Mayor Victoria Siegel of Bayville, New York greets the Paduli Group, 27 July 2007.  Bette Murphy (DeAngelis) in upper left corner; Ernesto Salzano above Mayor Siegel’s left shoulder
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Mayor Siegel talking to Maurizio Luongo (standing) and Danilo Calderazzo (seated)
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Mayor Siegel posing with Paduli Group as she shows the Paduli Insignia presented to her by Danilo Calderazzo

From there they took the short drive to Oyster Bay where they met with several members of the Oyster Bay Town Council, including Town Clerk Steven Labriola, Councilwoman Beth Faughnan, and Receiver of Taxes James Stefanich.  They also met with Acting New York State Supreme Court Justice Jack Galasso, of Padulese descent, and with John Hammond, official Historian of Oyster Bay who presented them with copies of his latest book, Oyster Bay Remembered.  They informally discussed the possibility that Paduli and Oyster Bay could become Sister Towns.  While nothing official was decided at that time, the reaction to this idea was quite positive among the Town Council Members present.  Town Clerk Steven Labriola even presented them with the flag of the Town of Oyster Bay taken from his own office.  Subsequently, following the Group’s return to Paduli, we have learned that the Mayor of Paduli, Dott. Giuseppe DeGennaro, is positively inclined toward the idea of a Sister Town relationship with Oyster Bay as is the Town Council of Paduli.  We have also learned that the San Rocco di Paduli Club of Campbelltown, South Australia, also wishes to join in a Sister Town relationship with both Oyster Bay and Paduli on account of its significant number of citizens of Padulese origins.
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Left to right: Acting New York State Supreme Court Justice Jack Galasso, Receiver of Taxes James Stefanich; Town Clerk Steven Labriola, Interpreter Antonietta Luongo; Danilo Calderazzo; Councilwoman Elizabeth Faughnan presenting the flag of Oyster Bay to Danilo Calderazzo.  Town Clerk Labriola is holding the Insignia of Paduli that Danilo Calderazzo presented to him; 27 July 2007.
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Oyster Bay Town Historian John Hammond (white short) speaking to the Group as Antonietta Luongo translates and Danilo Calderazzo (right) and Steven Labriola (left) look on; 27 July 2—7
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Luigi Galasso who grew up in Oyster Bay (center), Silvio Ranaldo (left) and Silvio’s wife Rosa Messere (right) at the Oyster Bay Town Hall, 27 July 2007

On the evening of the 27th the Group members attended a barbecue in their honor at the home of Ed and Myrtle Minicozzi of Lattingtown.  Well over a hundred people, primarily of Padulese descent, attended the party that was held outdoors in the backyard of Ed and Myrtle’s home.  Ed’s nephew, Al Staab, was the chief barbecue chef.  There was an especially large representation by the Ranaldo family (nickname or sopranome “Vigna Corta”) present as several of the group members were of that family.  For example, Dominic Ranaldo of Oyster Bay was there to meet his first cousins Silvio Ranaldo and Angela Wanda Ranaldo whom he had not seen in over 50 years. 
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Ranaldo Family reunion at the barbecue party held at Ed and Myrt Minicozzi’s home, 27 July 2007.  Left to right:  unknown, Errico Sassano (camera bag over shoulder), Peter Rocco (in back of Errico Sassano), Rosa Messere, Margherita Ranaldo, Dominic Ranald (above Margherita), Bryan Ranaldo (blue shirt), Richard “Richie” Ranaldo (gray shirt), Angela Wanda Ranaldo (front row red blouse), Maria Ranaldo, Sylvia Ranaldo, Laura Ranaldo, Bartholomew (Barry) Ranaldo, Silvio Ranaldo, unknown woman, Peter Scaramuzzo (white cap), Carmine Ranaldo
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Guests enjoying the barbecue party: Jack Galasso (left), James “Jimmy” Vaccaro, Jimmy’s wife ……., Fran Galasso (Jack Galasso’s wife)
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Peter Scaramuzzo (standing upper left), Danilo Calderazzo, Gail Scaramuzzo (seatting lower left), Irene Calderazzo
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Guests and host enjoying the barbecue party:  Left Ed Minicozzi, Sylvia Florio, Rocco Florio Jr., Catherine (Minicozzi) Staab (sister of Ed Minicozzi and one of the hosts)


The Group visited New York City several times both to see the usual sights including Ellis Island, the Statue of Liberty and Ground Zero, as well as to meet with representatives in the Campania Regional Office at 4 E. Fifty-Fourth Street in Manhattan.  This office represents the Campania Region that includes Naples, Benevento, Avellino, etc. It is therefore a potential link to many interactions between the region and descendants of the region in the United States.  It perhaps may also be a source of financial support for follow-on activities involving variously the WPA, the Italian-American Club of Oyster Bay, and others.  Two members of the Campania Region, Ernesto Salzano and his wife Carolina Palotta of Benevento, traveled from Italy with the Delegation and therefore were present at the meeting at the Campania Regional Office.   Peter Scaramuzzo, President of the Italian-American Citizens Club of Oyster Bay, and Alexander DeAngelis escorted the Delegation in its visit to the Regional Office in order to initiate contacts between that office and the Oyster Bay Italian-American Club and the Italian-American descendants of Paduli.  The President of the Regional Office, Dr. Bernardino, who grew up in Buonalbergo,  a town very close to Paduli, kindly greeted the Group and spoke to them of the mission of the Office. 
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Dominic Ranaldo of Oyster Bay (left) reunited with his cousins Silvio Ranaldo and Silvio’s wife Rosa Messere, and Errico Sassano and his wife Angela Ranaldo.  Silvio and Angela are brother and sister.


On Saturday and Sunday, July 28th and 29th, the Group took part in the annual St. Rocco Festival in Glen Cove including the Italian Mass (8:45 a.m.) on Sunday the 29th prior to the Procession of the Statue of Saint Rocco, the Patron Protector of Paduli.  (The Patron Saint of Paduli is St. Nicola, but in terms of popularity and festivities, St. Rocco plays a much greater role in the life of the citizens of Paduli.) Father Aaron Vellaramparampil graciously invited the whole group to step up onto the altar steps so that the congregation could see them and welcome them.  Then he asked the Group leader, Danilo Calderazzo, to say a few words about the group's mission.  Following the Mass the group joined in the Procession for a brief time.  Some descendants of Paduli in America came from very far away in order to be with the Group, such as Rosaria (DiFede) Teed who came from Erie, Pennsylvania, Bryan Ranaldo and Louis Vislailli who came from Florida, Lori Petruzellei-Touponse and her husband Marshall and parents who came from Watertown Connecticut, and Rocco Florio Jr., son of Rocco Florio the shoemaker whose shop used to be located on the west side of South Street between the firehouse and the residential hotel, and his wife Sylvia, both of whom also live in Florida.
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Lori Petruzelli-Touponse (blue blouse), husband Marshall and parents.
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Paduli is a town of nearly 5000 inhabitants located in the foothills of the Apennine Mountains approximately 13 kilometers outside the Provincial Capitol of Benevento, and ancient Greek and then Roman settlement. Benevento is located approximately 90 kilometers to the northwest of Naples.  From the 1880s through the 1930s many residents of Paduli left their native land to seek employment and better opportunities in America. Many of them settled in Oyster Bay and Glen Cove where they worked for large estates as gardeners and farm laborers.  My own grandfather, Rocco D'Angelis, and many others worked for the Roosevelt family in Oyster Bay.  Others worked for the Tiffany Estate, and so on.


A fairly large group of Padulesi also settled in Adelaide, Australia, primarily during the 40s and 50s.  The descendants of Paduli in America, and the Padulesi in Adelaide and in Paduli are all in frequent contact with one another through the internet.  The suggestion has been made that a major reunion of Padulese be held in Paduli next year at the traditional time of the Feast of Saint Rocco, Aug. 15 to 17. There has been some discussion of visiting Adelaide before then, but this is not yet fixed.

On the final evening of their visit in Oyster Bay, July 31st, the group was hosted to dinner at the Italian-American Citizens Club on Summit Street in Oyster Bay.  Over 200 people attended. Rose Marie (Ranaldo) Tobin who grew up in Oyster Bay brought pictures of her
father, Carmine, her mother Angela Saccone, and of other family members of her family, to show to the group including to her father's first cousins Silvio Ranaldo and Angela Wanda Ranaldo Sassano.  

Before the dinner, Vincent E. Marmorale of Long Island City, a descendant of Paduli, gave a talk illustrated with pictures about the little known role of Italians during WWII in saving thousands of Italian Jews from extinction.  Vincent, formerly a teacher in the Sachem New York School District, is recognized around the world as an authority
on the Holocaust and the role of Italians in saving so many people. Recently in recognition of his work on the holocaust he received the Gladiatore d'Oro award from the Province of Benevento.  His talk was very moving and very well received.
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Vincent Marmorale (right) talking to Antonia Marmorale (center right), Danilo Calderazzo, Pompeo Truglia, and Angela Wanda Ranaldo

The members of the group from Paduli were overwhelmed by the warmth of the reception and of the feelings that still were strong after so many years. They also were very positively impressed by the quality of the Italian food served up by the cooks, including the Ranaldo brothers (sons of Dominic of School Street) and by Donato
(Danny) Capozzo who was born in Molinara, a small town not far from Paduli.
On August 1 the Group took leave of  their host families at 5:30 a.m. at the Italian American Club.  Even at this early hour Al and Nancy Staab were there with refreshments.  The Group boarded three vans that they had hired to take them into New York City where they took a tour bus to Niagara Falls followed by visits to Washington, DC, and Philadelphia before departing for Italy on August 5th.  During their brief visit to Washington they were rejoined by Alex DeAngelis and family.
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5:30 a.m. standing before the Italian American Club in Oyster Bay to bid farewell to the group: Ed Minicozzi (left), Nancy Staab (back to camera), Peter Scaramuzzo and Gail Scaramuzzo, Mario Frumiento, girl in Oyster Bay sweat-shirt (daughter of Elaine and Ronald Ranaldo), and Elaine Ranaldo
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Carolina Palotta (left), Alfred Staab serving coffee and donuts to the Group before they departed from Oyster Bay
Before closing, a special note of thanks is due not only to Peter Scaramuzzo and to all of the host families, but also to Barry Ranaldo who in his usual quiet and effective manner performed many great services for the Group and made everything run so smoothly.  It was a lot of effort.
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Barry Ranaldo
All in all this was a very emotional event both for the Group members and for the descendants of Paduli in America.  The challenge that lies ahead is to continue the momentum that was generated during this visit especially so as to insure that the younger generations on both sides of the Atlantic recognize and appreciate their unique historic relationship.

GROUP FROM PADULI 

Under the Auspices of the Associazione Padulesi nel Mondo          (World Padulesi Association WPA)

JULY 26-July 31, 2007

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

DANILO AND IRENE  (TARTARO) CALDERAZZO (early 30s) AND TWO BOYS LUCA AND GABRIELE (ages 2 AND 5) (Will be guests of Peter and Gail Scaramuzzo):  

· Danilo is President of the “Associazione Padulesi nel Mondo” (World Padulesi Association).  Danilo is in his early thirties.  Danilo speaks some English and understands more. 

MARIA AND SILVIA RANALDO (sisters ages 20s-30s): (guests of Peter and Irene Rocco)

· Maria and Silvia are the granddaughters of Domenico Ranaldo who was the brother of Bartolomeo and Pellegrino Ranaldo of Oyster Bay.

CATERINA SCARAMUZZO AND MARGHERITA RANALDO (20s): (guests of Ron and Elaine Ranaldo)
· Margherita is the daughter of Domenico Ranaldo whose grandfather, also named Domenico, was the brother of Bartolomeo and Pellegrino Ranaldo of Oyster Bay.
· Caterina’s grandfather was Salvatore Scaramuzzo.  Salvatore’s brother immigrated to the United States in the early 1900s.  .  
SILVIO RANALDO AND ROSA MESSERE (husband and wife – Over 60) (guests of Ed and Myrtle Minicozzi):  

· Silvio is the son of Domenico Ranaldo who was the brother of Bartolomeo and Pellegrino Ranaldo of Oyster Bay.  He is first cousin to Dominic Ranaldo and Angelina Scaramuzzo.  
· Rosa Messere: Seeking more information.
ANTONIETTA LUONGO (30S) AND ANTONIA MARMORALE (MID 50S): (guests of Catherine (Kitty) Staab (Minicozzi) and her son Al Staab)
· Antonietta Luongo is a teacher of English.
· Antonia Marmorale: Seeking more information.
CLAUDIO MAINIERO AND DANIELE FUSCO (first cousins - 30s) (guests of Mary (Bette) DeAngelis Murphy and Jim Murphy): 

· Claudio Mainiero is Secretary of the World Padulesi Association.  Claudio’s grandfather, Domenico, was the brother of Maria Mainiero DeAngelis of Oyster Bay, grandmother of Bette Murphy and Alex DeAngelis.
· Daniele Fusco is Vice President of the WPA.  Daniele’s grandmother, Teresa, was sister to Maria Mainiero DeAngelis of Oyster Bay, grandmother of Alex DeAngelis and Bette Murphy.
POMPEO TRUGLIA AND CONCETTA IACICCO (husband and wife over 50) (guests of Ed and Myrtle Minicozzi): 

· Pompeo Truglia is a Member of the Executive Committee of the World Padulesi Association and also a Member of the Town Council of Paduli.

ERRICO SASSANO AND ANGELA RANALDO (husband and wife – 50s): (guests of Maria (Ranaldo) and William McCumiskey)
· Angela Ranaldo is the sister of Silvio Ranaldo (see above).  Her father, Domenico, was brother to Bartolomeo and Pellegrino Ranaldo of Oyster Bay.  She is first cousin to Dominic Ranaldo and Angelina Scaramuzzo.

MAURIZIO LUONGO (30s), CARMINE RANALDO (teens) and SIMONE RANALDO (teens) (guests of Maurizio’s uncle, Mario Frumiento, of Locust Valley): 

· Maurizio Luongo is a member of the Board of the World Padulesi Association and also a member of the Town Council of Paduli.  Maurizio speaks English.  
· Carmine Ranaldo is Margherita Ranaldo’s brother (see above).  His great grandfather, Domenico, was brother to Bartolomeo and Pellegrino Ranaldo of Oyster Bay.

· Simone Ranaldo, nephew of Danilo Calderazzo’s sister, Sofia.
ERNESTO SALZANO AND CAROLINA PALOTTA (husband and wife): representatives of the Campania Region (Stayed at the East Norwich Inn)
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