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Tel. 0824 927614

fax 0824 927614

E-mail:  info@comune.paduli.bn.it
Act of Establishment and Statutes of the
World Padulesi Association
Art. 1 The World Padulesi Association is hereby established in the Community of Paduli (Benevento) among those who agree to adhere to the rules dictated by the present document.  The Association is a non-profit organization.  Above and beyond any particular goals that it may have, the Association recognizes the guiding validity of the spirit of the Constitution of the Republic of Italy and declares its intention to observe the laws of the countries in which it will eventually operate.

Art. 2 The Association is independent and respects the moral principles of every citizen and does not permit discrimination based on ideology, politics or religion.  The goal of the Association is the social and cultural self-promotion of Padulesi throughout the world.

Art. 3 The objectives of the Association are as follows:
· To establish ties between all Padulesi of the world and to promote initiatives toward solidarity and collaboration;
· To promote activities aimed at reuniting Padulesi emigrants with their place of origin; 

· To promote and carry out through spokespersons for the Association’s initiatives effective collaboration between Padulese families throughout the world and their place of origin. 

Art. 4 The Association has the following means for achieving its aims:
· Association dues;
· Eventual donations, gifts and bequests; 

· Cultural and recreational activities organized in accord with the aims of the Association.

Art. 5 All Padulesi of both sexes may become Regular Members of the Association whether they be residents of Paduli, emigrants, descendants, or adoptees.  Members with the right to vote include those who have reached the age of 16 years and who have paid their dues in conformity with the rules.  Those who may become Supporting Members, but without the right to vote, include all citizens of Italy and those who are of Italian descent living abroad, or those who are married to Italians or to foreign citizens residing in Italy.  It is possible to request a family membership valid for spouses and for children under the age of 16. The annual dues for 2006 are fixed at € 10 that may be paid directly to the Community of Paduli. Tha annual dues for family membership are fixed at € 15. Anyone who joins the Association up to and through December 2005 can participate in the Founding Assembly.  

Art. 6 The list of Members will be kept up to date by the Secretary who is directly responsible for this duty.  Any Member in conformity with the rules concerning the payment of dues will receive a Membership card attesting to the rights of the participation of the bearer.  

Art. 7 The organs of the Association are as follows:
· The General Assembly;
· The Committee of Directors; 
· The President; 
· The Board of Auditors of Accounts.

Art. 8 The General Assembly consists of all Members of the Association.  It will be presided over by the President.  The Secretary will be responsible for keeping the minutes of the meeting. 

Art. 9 The Regular Assembly has the following powers:
· The election of the Committee of Directors and the substitution of Members of the Committee who are deceased, or who cannot participate, or who have dropped out or who have been dismissed;

· The election of the Board of Auditors of Accounts and the substitution of those Members who are deceased, who cannot participate, who have dropped out or who have been dismissed; 
· Voting on the budget for administrative activities; 

· Setting the amount of annual dues.

An Extraordinary Assembly will deliberate on all issues not reserved to the powers of the Regular Assembly. 

Art. 10 All Regular Members have equal right to vote actively or passively.  The titular holder of a family membership has the right to one vote for his/her spouse.  Regular Assemblies and Extraordinary Assemblies shall be considered valid upon their first convocation when half-plus-one of the Members are present and upon their second convocation after at least one hour has passed.  They will be considered as present all Members who participate in person in the Assembly or who send in their votes by post or by email.  The convocation of the Assembly shall be carried out by means ideal for gathering all Members of the Association by communicating the agenda and the issues to be voted upon at least 15 days prior to the meeting.  All decisions of the Regular Assembly shall require an absolute majority of those present.  Decisions of the Extraordinary Assembly shall require the approval of 2/3 of those present and qualified.

Art. 11 The Regular Assembly shall be convoked by the Committee of Directors on or before the 30th of April each year. 

Art. 12 An Extraordinary Assembly may be requested in writing and by authenticated signatures of the following:
· Two-thirds of the Committee of Directors; or
· Two-thirds of the Auditors of Accounts; or
· One-fifth of the Members.

Art. 13 The Committee of Directors is the executive organ of the Association.  It shall be composed of 9 Members of the Association elected by the Assembly, and its term of office shall be for two years.  The seating of the Committee of Directors shall be valid when at least half of its Members are present.  Decisions shall be made by the majority of those present.  In case of ties in voting, the vote of the President shall be deciding.  The Committee of Directors shall elect from among its Members the President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary.  In addition, the Committee of Directors shall nominate the Delegates from Abroad.  

Art. 14 The President shall be elected by a majority of the Committee of Directors from among its Members.  He shall be invested with the power of legal representation of the Association and must operate in conformity with the present statues and with the decisions of the Assembly and of the Committee of Directors.  The President shall convoke and preside over the Committee of Directors and the Regular and Extraordinary Assemblies.  In case of death, inability to participate, dropping out, or dismissal, the Committee of Directors shall provide for the nomination of a new President.  

Art. 15 The Vice-President shall assume the role of substituting for the President whenever it is impossible for the President to exercise his proper functions.

Art. 16 The Treasurer shall manage and provide for orderly accountability for the Association.  The liquid assets of the Association shall be deposited in a current account under the signature of the President.  

Art. 17 The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the seatings of the Committee of Directors and of the Assemblies.  The minutes shall include a registry of those present and a synthesis of the actions taken.  The Secretary is also responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the list of members. 

Art. 18 The Delegates from Abroad shall be proposed by the President and nominated by the Committee of Directors.  The Delegates shall see to it that they maintain contacts within the geographical areas of their responsibility by disseminating the information on the activities of the Association and gathering requests of the Members.  In addition, they shall be responsible for depositing a copy of the statutes in the relevant Consulates and Embassies of Italy.

Art. 19 The Board of Auditors of Accounts shall be 3 in number and shall elect a President from among them.  They shall maintain oversight of the management of the Association by the Committee of Directors.   They shall report to the Assembly on annual budget matters under discussion.  In the absence of the Committee of Directors, they shall manage the regular administrative affairs of the Association.  They shall have the power to convoke Extraordinary Assemblies for grave faults in the management of the Association and for the election of the Committee of Directors made vacant.  This term of office of the Board shall be two years. 

Art. 20 The present statues may be modified by the favorable vote of two-thirds of the Members present in an Extraordinary Assembly.  

Art. 21 The property of the World Padulesi Association belongs exclusively to the Association and cannot be directed toward aims that differ with the present statutes.  In case of the dissolution of the Association, its property shall revert to the Community of Paduli, after the liquidation of outstanding accounts, until it shall be conferred to another association with similar aims.  If after three years from dissolution no similar association requests the property, it shall be given to needy families in Paduli as determined by objective criteria.

Art. 22 All Members and Organs of the Association that agree three consecutive times without stating any justification may divest themselves of their responsibilities.  

Art. 23 The Community of Paduli (Benevento), seeing the validity and the importance of the aims of the World Padulesi Association, shall grant it recognition through the deliberation of the Community Council and shall make a space available to it in a timely manner.

Paduli, 16 November 2005 
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