MINICOZZI NICOLA (Nic) AND HIS FAMILY

Nic Miniccozzi was born in Italy and is a lawyer by profession.  He lives in Adelaide, Australia.He has provided us with interesting information both about his family and about the Padulese community living in Australia, primarily in the Adelaide area.  

Nic's father, Alessandro, arrived in Australia in 1952 at the age of 32..  Alessandro was born in 1920. Nic's mother, Armida Carbone of Apice, and Nic arrived in Australia in 1954. His sister Margaret was born in Adelaide in 1956. Alessandro was involved in commerce for most of his lifetime in Adelaide, but passed away at age 64 in 1984. His mother is still alive and well. 

Alessandro was instrumental in assisting many people from Italy who came to Australia in the 50's, 60's and 70's. He was a prisoner of war in England having served in the Italian Army in South Africa during World War II. During his period of imprisonment Alessandro exchanged his cigarettes and other rations for education.  He learned how to speak English in the prison camp, and as a result, he was able then to deal effectively with the system in Australia when he first arrived. 

Alessandro established a small shop in Adelaide in or about 1958.  In those days, it was called a delicatessen.  It sold a variety of goods and ultimately it became the biggest store in Adelaide selling food products.  This, of course, did not last long because multi national companies then came in such as Woolworths, Coles, and K-Mart and took over the food shop industry.  

During the period of 1960 to the mid 1970's, Alessandro's store was the focal point for many Italians in Adelaide particularly those in the eastern and north-eastern suburbs of Adelaide. In the late 1950's, he also established a business which he called "Intercontinental Catering Service".  He began to organise functions for weddings.  Nic's family still runs that type of business under the banner of the business known as "The Observatory Function Centre" which is now being operated by Nic's sister and her son. The wedding catering business has effectively been in operation since about 1959 and is now catering (amongst others) for further generation members of some of those families who were customers of the original business. 

Nic is able to trace trace his family tree through documentary records from Comune di Paduli back to about 1610.  

 

